| SMASH AT HEST BANK.
MIDRIGET EXPHESS IX PERIL

MIBACULOUS BSCAPE,

| Just betore ths stroke of midoighton Monday
, | a0 alarming aboideat osearred oo the maid line
jof the London and. North- Western Raflws
[ avnth of Heat Bank Station, which sndanger
a boliday ¢ Hier " on {ta weiden run from ilul-
chenter to Curlisle, Those who Eave sesn the
szprosess run durlag the night will sppreciste
the gravity of the sitoation when s thuaderer
dashss on apd is wuddenly obetrceted by a
Foode van snd & pumber of waguos on the main
ine. :
Tha explanation of the collivion was given to
our represeatative by & tcoriecon sad respon-
sible offivinl of the L. & N. W.B. Co., jost alter
his return from the scans of the accident. To
anderstand this it should ba, mentioned that
thu exaot Zocude ix‘just north of the bridge
whioh orostsa Lhe opcupstiod roed oo Muw.
breck Farm, Hest Bank. The Heat Sapk'to
Meracambs branch lige rone wlongside the ‘main
metals from Hoat Bank Btation, and eiter croms. [
ing the little bridge which narciza thres ssis of
raile, the Motecombe bransh cuels away to
Bare. Within about 200 yards to tha uorth.
wert in the Amblar Holiday Homs, and thers
are bungilows betwesn tho reilway and the
faeeshors.  Thare is & migoal op the right below
Mowbreck beidge, and twa others oo tho Ieft st
the ourve just out of Hest Bank MNielion. |
Hignala bave an important hestiog on this
wodident.
It appears that a new, express from bhinn.
 cheatar to Carlisle stacted oo Mouday night to
raeet the mxira holiday traffic ta Beoilaud, loav-
ing Manchester at 10.15 p.m., sud Proston st |
11-23 p.ma. I'ho train wea a light one, thars
only being 11 pssseogers in tha eight cortidor | |
oonohas  wheo it daparted from Prenon,
Nowrly all weee anlvep or doziag whan the | |
express paesed through Laenouwster ahuut 11.53 | |
p.m. L
The exprase had hesn preceded by a grods | f
|

train from Muncnestor bo Carlisle, whicn de.
parted from Muncheatar at 8 50 p.m., and lefo
Lancaster withio theee bours ol thst vme. It |
had been moospred sud paesed at Morscambe |
Jungtion by tbe migoalmsn tisce, but by some
menns, after paseing over Mowbreck Dridge,
and within sight of ths crosring from the shore | I
at Hust Bpok, the latlar partion of the |}
gous trais  broke wway From | the rest, |3
it was 8 Tong Lrain cooeistiog of aboub 5O | =
wiagons, mostly empry ' Caledonian * miock, | i)
returning to deotland frorn Manonester. Jo | i
Lucke, thoe sigoaimag at Hent Bauk box, bed | R
Eoree ob duty at 11 o'elock, apd received the | o
guods irain iato his esclion, sod pewed it on | d
towarda Caroforch, pever dreaming for s | o
momest bhat the lsbter portiva of che traic, | g
sboat 13 wagons, aud the Londoo acd North. | b
Weatern Railway brake van No, 7323 hsd | 4
became detached, and been left on the main | @
line—a rrenace to the express traffic. Thers | o
were three lights on the rear ol the guard's | 4
i, th
The engine of the express train wus now | e
dashing aloog ab the rute of & mile & miguke, | Iy
It wan in cburys of onw of the mast rejjable | w
w0l experienced drivers In the Coropang's | &
amploy— William Chulmers, & Boely  built, | w
morried man, with thres ohildeen, residing |B:
sl 8, Hamaeli-streer, Carlisle, He wes pccom-
panied by a freman, Byron Chambers, of 1, | oo
Kegent.strest, Bouodary-road, Oarlisle, a |of
married men with five children, LY
Uhalmers saw the distant, signal ndmitted | oz
them ta Lhe ssetion, but when ne guc further
i, while oo Lha uok oot he noticed lights c
or the left, nod thooght A train was staoding
oa the loop lioe runing betwasn Morecambe
aod Hest Bank. He had checksd the wpesrd
of the trein, wod waw theo startled to sen
three lighta on the track ahead, He grasped
bhe irnpoct of the three red lighta, cod knsw | th
there waw somethiog wrong., With commendushble | he
bravery and preseuce of mind he roverswd biv | e
euging, apolied the vucoum trake, eod his mata | e
ahwt dowa aand. The effect of chema move. | Bl
mente, doue 10 & twinkling, was to reduceths | U
apaod of tha great locomutive From B0 miles ans He
hour 1o shout 30, v wus jwposible to wvold | g
tha collisicn, aud the Geeciso, Chambers, when | £o
all hed been done that was posaible in the |tk
ahort space of Lime, jomped from ths engioe | s
Later, he wue fonud op the line insecaible | be
with & wouod on his ficed and & fractpred | ac
left arra. )
Chalmara, however, stock to hin post, and | w
wae rewardsd by comiog through & trying | &b
ordeal practically unscathed. The hrake vep | th
was siruck by the bofere of the engioe, which | in
hared holes through the ran, and apliatered | Lb
the lower portich. oz of the bu was | T
hroken alean off, wod the vat was deralled. | w
The impact acatlered the fonr wagons adjoining, | th
seshitg two Lo pieces, . snd brealing 1ha | th
olbers beyood utility, ae thay torned topey. | fo
turvay in the ruil-romdy aod blocked threa | g2
linea—tha ptoin metsls north and wootk, sod | of
alio the brapch lins Hest Bank to Morecambe. | be
The engine Joat ita buffpre, and the bulfar | de
plank was doubled buok atieither ead basring | B
agaioot the wheeln, which| did not [eava the | th
railaf . All Lhe eight coochbes, fortuoately, kept || of
sa the metals, and were ooly slightly demaged, |I b
windowa being broken, avd the cosch sescest to | H
the eagios !riﬁlmqniru other re | &i
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. The guard of the expeees, Valeotice Chacles | wh
Welanoon, of Hoyton-strest, Liverpool, feariag | em)
the woral from Lhe cries of lady pewsenge Hi
rsahied off in the darkness to the nearest nigof] | ass
box to prevent other sxpressew being involved. | of |
[nformation was Lheveby couveyed Lo Lanoaster | In |
Casile Htation, where the gravest view erde at | nyn
puce taken of the collislon. v | st

Telephons mensagen ware sent to the Royal

Eapoaster lotirmary, and mrgent calle, wets | sai
mads oo medical geotlemen ab Laocastsr and | am
Caruforth, who tmed theit motor-catm 1o | Ho
adeantage. Lr. G W. Dano and De. B, Biogham | not
uhe official sorgeons of the L. and N..W. Rail- | the
way Company at Lancaster) were jnined by Dr. | cal
W, D. Bacrow, D, W. George (Lapcaeter), aad | dis
Ora. B. 8. Jackeoa and Wrightsn, of Caroforth. | ho
Withio the Iofrmaty the porees burriedly pre- | BuE
pared for probable casualtien to the extent of | san
13 pede and' five coushea, and 12 nornes wers | fae
rendy to assist the doctors, Then the welcoms | me
naws came theough that oot a ningle passanger | pas
wan killed, and npons, weré in s crilical | me
soudilion ; in fact eome of the pasacogera had | wh
plighted from the texip and readered * Etey | & n
2id"” to the Hreman Obambers, wht was fuood | sac
.o be sufaring from shock s well a8 o brokeu | He
wrm, A lady lent s woollen acatf to keep the | oy
yplints in the right positios. ath

Only one passengor mmflaiued of being burt. | gre
ane, Satford, had a | wh

Mrs. Maclesn, of Cross.

slight bruise oo the forehesd, which wan pot | pre
copsidered suffinient to prevent her continoiug | the

har jozeriey aortk. -
When Lhe guard MeLeonon retarosd from | f
the signel-box he wan o w stace ol collapss |

throngh sevace shoek, and be was taken with | phe

the freman Chambera tn tha Royal Lancaster i |

Infrmary. for

A nsarch was mecdts for the goard of the goodn | ros
traig, but it transpirad ho 'wes not io his vao at | T
the tims of the collisien, haviog goos to the | It
sigual-bax Lo inguice where the majority of his | fo

train was,

The accident ia cactaioly a tribute ta the |k
strength of the rolling stock of the L. and | th
N.W. Railway, who have always adopred the | ga
priaciple of beavy onder carriages, which lensen | 4 4
the danger of derailment, Bt

Mr. .J. Brooks, the Btatioomester at Lan- | ge
cantar (Cwstle) Bration, arrived with a refsf | wl
train withio 20 minutes of receiviog the ictima- | ma
tion. The eogine of the exprean was pro fem, | By
left amongelthe debris, apd the coacnes were | bl
taken back to Lancaster, the pasesngors being | ob
cared for, antd tranaferred by the morcing mail | 1h

traia, in which they continuad Lheir jaurneg o | g

Carlisle latec.~ The cuachee were keptiv the | gr

siding ouar Carlisle Bridge an Tuesday. th
h

Breakdown gangs from Tobay and Praston

were stmomoned.  Lhe Premwn gaog wee first to | th
arrive at 3-10 8.m., and under the direcvion of | an
Mr. H. O, Humphreps, Aseistuat Buperinteo- | ar
dent, Luneuster snd Carlisls Distrier (Mr. | o
Btunes being ill); Mr. J. H. Tharstan, resideat | th
enginesr, Lancaster Distriet; and Mr. Louis, | be
locuemotive ruperintenden., Preaton, tha gang { ur
worked vigorously, and oleared thedows line | a
by 4-51 wuw. Lhe Tabay gang come oo the | ik
scene abowt 4.16 o'clook, aud the combised ¥
piforts were dirscied 1o olearing' Lhe np-live, | jt
while teaffio was buing partially worked oa the | jo
dawn line. al

Great ineoavenience was, ol course, cansed
threugl mail veaios and oewspaper Leaine baing
' hald op &4 Lanosster and Cacnforth,  This wes,
howsver, & small mstier pompared with the

gers, who were lond in their praises of Lhe
driver of the eagioe, Chaltiars, when the facty
became knowo, sod sommended his pluck Lo the
officisle. By seven o'clook ths permunant way
had been clesced, and sll thak wua Jeft to tall |
the tale of the midoight sdeeotues was o
bendle of splintered timber and a oumbar of
orowbars lying oo the lins mide. A guarter of
a wila fuether torth, in the Hest Bank siding,
wern the damaged brake van, wreoked in the
renr and &t the bave, sod the cemaiow of I.h.l
| four Calsdcnian wagoos, returoing from the
Munchestar Bhip Usnal idock,

Me, Coopet,- Btatioomaster at Hest' Bank,
who was called ont st 12.5 s.m., bad litla to
add to the above story, bub be ssid be wodees
| stood from what Bigoaiman Looks stated the
, | sigoals wers not off for the sxpress, s the ling
way nat claar to Carnfoeth, and sxpressed oktinak
go hrough Heet Back at full speod nnlem éhe
rastals are clear np to Carnforth, s distanos of

T

T

mirsoulone escapa uf the express and her passen- | g
©

[

|

34 miles. This faqt sxplained that the expros
was travalling slower thau it othorwisé wonld
have been, aod doubiless ‘tended to wvert &
grest disastar. .

v |  Om Tuesday afterncon mapy viritors from
Morecambe made & eall at Hwt Baok, and jo-
pected the wreoked van a los of wagons
in thexiding. It wes notioed thas a oumber of
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failwnp employser wera repelring the wires
from the signal'box at Hest Hank Buatlon, pue
ol the wires  baving besn fopod to be broken
by “L?e_kt jart at the timy the scciduot hapy

ned, | '
The lsadiog cfficiale of the Company held an
| inquiry {ato vhe acoident aé Lanoaster Owstls
| Btatlon on Tuesdey aftermoon, when the Are-
e, Beysn Uhan,berl, wiy bronght lo a :.b
from tha Lancaster Tnflcmary, with M fwot
plaateted and hia left wem in splints, iia gars
¢ | avidenos, snd the driver, W, Chelwsrs, sl
| told hle wtory ; whils the signaimaag, J. Latcke,
| waa questicned in regard to his work.
|

|

T W

| Altor the luguiry onr repressntative bed
| briel iaterviaws with th driver and Hreman,:
William Cbalmers, Loe drivar, stands 8l
| and {x of strong phriigue, jost the sors of mun
one hay confldenue ln duriog the hour of paril,
| He baa been in Australin, but returned to the
| Mother Conutry sod found his job was avail.
.| wble ngain, Ble naid * Whon I saw the distank
sigoal [ oheuknd the apesd of the traln. When
I gat farther on T eaw the lights of what I 1ork
to be a train standing oo the loup liae betweta
Motecambe and Hast Bank. Pghenluw fae
vertsin that the lights. were on my read, 1
roverssd the eoglue, put slesm agaidal it, xin!
spplied Lhe ‘vacuum brake. I was in that
position when the angine struok the portinn of
thetraio aod turoed the waganw off tha rosd.
We hed both been oo the look out, and thas
coabled os 4o act promptly, I'm glad \o say
| that I foal very little diﬂirenb an Lhe reselt of
the accident, bat am thankfol oo lirss are loat”

Hrysn Chambers, the Aroman, meniioned thes”
ha is martied with Ave dhihiran, &is wils
having pressuted bim with tha fifth on Halurday
oight,  Heeid ' I stook ba the engine wid did,
ull I oould till ft waaa faw yards irom the van,
and then jamped of.  Ae 1 did wa I thoughs
my lant momsnts had coms, ] remerghersd
nothing more after striking the metals till &
lndy was standing aver me, Then 1 felt wlly
[n the head wnd knew my left arm was broken,
L've beea firaman for Chalmors for & Jong tims,
'ind considar fim one of tlis moay oompatany
men on the line, Wa wore both oo the ook
out, and that is the reszon we saw the danger
when we did.”"  Chaebsca war wtill suffering
frum shack, but anxions to got buck Lo Carlisle
0 his wite and {amily,

A PLARENGEN'®S ACCOUNT,

Mr. K+ Bull, juer., of the fiem of Meracy, R,
Bull and Sone, wholessls potats marcbsats,
Preaton, wha was s pamsenger in the train, has
given sime particnlars of the uolllsion, He
slates that at the tjme of the {mpact he waa
iying asleep in & oowpartment iy ‘himsalt, and
lve waa roughly theown againet the oppouite reat,
Recovering bimuelf, he dropped tbe window,
aod paw the driver coming with « light. Tha
driver shonted that he waa going to the down
cabla to atop any oocoming traizm, Mr Bell
g0t oo Lo the permanent wayp, wod lell over-a
broken buffer {7ing ou the railway side. He gos
up, and fouod the firaman staggeriog io s dezed
cunelition.  Mr, Ball examioed him, sod disw
coversd that he bad & bad!y: bralesd face sed
dameged ehoulder. He rondered firse sid, aod
thew proceedsd towards the eogioe to won the
extent of the daroage. He fonndg the hrake van
lying across the mein line, and fomr otber
wegona Iping weong side op, On mesiing the
gunri Lhe Lagber salied hic bo see the pressugers .
whilst he placed sigosls oo the line, He found
a:veral pansengers vary axcited, who bad hada
bad wheking, That the impect wea ooe of
soneiderable foroe wan svideucsd by the doorn
of the oareinged, which wern damaged. Bayoud
s sevare shaking, Mr. Bail is littls worse {or the
D2 pericuce, -




The Raliway Smaah.

T'he sevastion of the weok in Lancaster apd
disteict wan the collision on ths rilway at
Heat Bank oo blondey night. Happily the
alaeming rumours which at Il)Frlt found currency
}:mved to be grestly exaggerated, but allthe

acts goto ehow Lhal a very serioue catastrophe,
the megnitade of which can hardly be estimate],
waa only svertel by the pressoee of miod aad |
pronptituida of Chalmers, the driver ol the
expreyn (rain, and hin fireman, Chambers. Tha
oollision itaelf was the cotcome of coe of those
mysierious snd woforessan accidente which
sometimee do oceur on the railway. Posibly
the division of the gooda train runoiog io froat
of the exprean was due to & delestive coupling,
or some slher cause, bot it in certain that oooe
the lutter part of the guuds trsin had bacome
detmclied, 8o power on esrth could bave pre-
vented b eollision.  The driver of tha exprems,
perceiving thedanger, did what be could, onhly
wagisted by his ireman. DBy redociog the speed
of the Lrain and eprayiog sand on the rails they
considerably mimimised the force of the
eollision, and thereby probably ssved neveral
lives, Furtanately the uight wae elear, which
enabled the driver to obeain a good view of Lhe
line sume distante shead, bat teo much praies |
can hardly ba hestowed upon him for thu|
cournge wnd terve he displayed under circam-

statces exceptionally tryiog uwod dangerons.




